


Listen and circle the correct answers.

1 Why did people use gondolas in the past?

a  For tourist trips b  As public transportation

2 How many gondolas were there in Venice in the eighteenth 

century?

a  About 10,000 b  About 1,000

3 How many gondolas are there in Venice today?

a  50,000 b  500
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You will learn:

✹ to talk about travel

✹ to use the past simple tense and adverbs of 

manner

✹ how to tell a story and talk about past events
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Listen and circle the correct answers.

Boy: I’m doing a history project on Venice. I looked online and found some 
interesting information.

Girl: What kind of information?

Boy: Did you know that Venice is a very old city?
Girl: Yes, I did. But I don’t know how old it is.
Boy: It’s more than 1,500 years old. Some people think it even started as a Roman 

city.

Girl: Isn’t Venice a city on water?
Boy: Yes, it is. You can walk around it or ride on gondolas along the canals.
Girl: Oh yes. Gondolas are those boats for tourists.
Boy: They are now, yes. But in the past, they were used for public transportation. 

Everybody rode on gondolas to get around the city for work, business and visits.
Girl: So were there lots of gondolas?
Boy: Yes, there were. There were about 10,000 gondolas in the eighteenth century.
Girl: That’s amazing! How many are there today?
Boy: Only about 500.
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1  Listen and read.
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Teenagers’ time:

An amazing story

Suzy: This diary is very old. It 

was Uncle Gordon’s 

grandpa’s. His name 

was John Hammond 

and he was a doctor. 

Oh no! John was on 

the Titanic! It sank! 

What happened to 
him?



1  Listen and read.
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Teenagers’ time:

An amazing story

April 10, 1912

Today, we left Southampton on this beautiful ship. There were 

many people at the port to see us off. It was amazing. After 

we left the port, I looked for my cabin. It is very nice and 

comfortable. I put my luggage on the bed and left the cabin. 

Now, I am on the deck and looking out to sea.

April 12, 1912

I met three other passengers yesterday and we became 

friends. We had dinner together and then we played cards 

all evening. Did I win? No, I didn’t! But it was fun.



1  Listen and read.
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Teenagers’ time:

An amazing story

April 14, 1912

Something terrible happened! The ship hit an iceberg 10 

minutes ago. Now, I am very scared ...

January 1, 1913

I am starting my diary again. I didn’t write in it for eight months 

because I was on the Titanic. It sank that awful night in April. I 

was lucky I got into a lifeboat. I survived, but many people died.

I didn’t know what to do with my life for many months. I was 

sad and shocked. But on Christmas, I decided to stay in 

America. I had a return ticket for England, but I didn’t use it. I 

want to become a doctor and save people’s lives.


